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‘An opportunity to lead us as we move forward together to grow in faith’.

Each of our parishes is committed to 

working together as a benefice while 

maintaining its individuality as a parish 

in order to best serve our different 

villages. We see this as a strength 

which has helped form the structure of 

this profile 

The Rector
To move forward we are looking for a kind, caring 
and listening priest who:

 

• Has a passion for making Christ known to our 

communities, including developing our ministry 

amongst families and young people, and who takes 

an active part in pastoral care.

 

• Is able and willing to lead, support and encourage a 

wide range of spirituality and differing forms of 

worship and is able to help develop and implement 

the vision of the parishes.

 

• Is willing to address the challenging questions that 

are presented by, and to, our faith in the 21st century.

 

• Is able to provide suppport and inspire our 

ministry team

 

• Can identify, appreciate and nurture individual 

skills, talents and callings to encourage the 

development and gifts of all peoples, including lay 

ministry, in the parishes.

We look forward to leadership from a male or 
female priest who can build upon the sound 

practical foundations which are in place and will   
continue to take us forward and out into the 
community by way of witness and service. 

The Benefice took part in a Diocesan led outreach 
campaign “Who Cares” to better understand the 

needs of the villages and respond to them. Currently, 
one area in which we are weak and seek guidance/
direction is our ability to bring about real engagement 
with teenagers.

We understand the demands on the Rector of a 
multi-parish benefice and each parish intends 

to give its full support to the new incumbent. The 
ministry team has an important role to play in this by 
offering its active support. 

At present the Benefice’s ministry team has two 
ordained local ministers, one based at Pulham 

Market and one based at Dickleburgh; 
a non-stipendiary ordained minister who has 
permission to officiate, and acts as the chaplain to 
the Dickleburgh British Legion; one lay Reader; two 
Readers with permission to officiate; one reader in 
training; and one ordained local minister who is not 
currently active. There is also a  Benefice 
Administrator who works 8 hours a week. The 
Benefice office is at Dickleburgh and its website is 
www.thebenefice.org.uk. 

Safeguarding

The Benefice is totally committed to safeguarding 
children, young people and vulnerable adults and 

has adopted the Diocesan policy for keeping people 
safe. We ensure that everyone connected with the 
Benefice, in a position of trust is suitably qualified.



The Benefice

The 6 parishes in population order are:

All Saints, Dickleburgh with Langmere and Shimpling 
(St George)
St Mary Magdelene, Pulham Market
St Mary the Virgin, Pulham St Mary
St Margaret, Starston 
St Mary the Virgin, Rushall
St Andrew, Thelveton with Frenze (also St Andrew)

The area is principally agricultural and has a 
steadily increasing population serving farming 

and small businesses

Each parish is an independent unit and mutually 
supportive. Parishes unite as a Benefice for 

worship and various events a number of times a 
year. Parish Share is paid, each parish contributing.

The Benefice, formed in 1988, comprises the following family of 6 parishes in rural south Norfolk

The Benefice Offices are at Dickleburgh Church Rooms, The Street, Dickleburgh, Norfolk, IP21 4NQ 



The Redenhall 
Deanery Chapter

The Chapter is a small and friendly chapter meeting 
monthly for worship and fellowship. Each meeting 
is different but over the year it discusses issues of 
concern, welcomes speakers and goes out for meals 
together. 

The Rural Dean for the Redenhall Deanery, Canon 
Nigel Tuffnell, is based in Harleston and is looking 
forward to welcoming the new Rector to the chapter.

The Norwich Diocesan Mission Strategy 2021

The Diocese is currently developing a strategy for 
the future based on the activities below.
 
•Listen
To ensure churches do not sink under the burden of 
buildings, finance and bureaucracy.
•Celebrate
To develop more effective ways of sharing what God 
is doing among us and to make more widely known 
the growing body of good practice and the key re-
sources available to support growth.
•Imagine
To develop new areas of work in response to chang-
ing needs of society by taking the initiative ourselves 
in working with our non-church going groups and 
to learn how to move from engagement to deeper 
discipleship.
•Empower
To provide the resources needed to address the 
challenges identified in our work above

The Benefice takes its commitment to this strategy 
seriously and is contributing to current discussions 
about its development via the Deanery Synod. We 
would want our new priest to be fully involved in 
leading the benefice in the strategy’s implementation 
in the future.

The Harleston Centre of Mission

This exciting new development has come about as 
a result of the Church Army working with Norwich 
Diocese to begin new ministries in the Redenhall 
Deanery centred around the Harleston Church Army 
Centre of Mission. 

This is the first Centre of Mission for rural evangelism 
in the Church of England. Its aims are:

 • Doing evangelism
 • Advocating evangelism
 • Resourcing evangelism
 • Enabling evangelism

From January 2017 there will be first one then two 
evangelists based in Harleston who will be working 
with local churches wherever there is a willingness 
to engage in mission, and a need for help to make it 
happen. 

Dickleburgh with The Pulhams Benefice is close 
to Harleston and its new incumbent will be ideally 
placed to work with and benefit from the new Centre 
of Mission.

Deanery, Diocese, Mission

50 Christmas 
Trees in a Church

Special events can be held 
in the Benefice Tent



A substantial 
4 bedroomed 

house

The Rectory was built in 1950. It is a substantial 4 
bedroomed house situated a few hundred yards from 
Pulham Market Church and the village centre.
 

Updated in 1992 the property provides a centrally 
heated home with 2 reception rooms, an office, a 

fitted kitchen, bathroom, shower room, integral 
garage, external garage and garden store. The large 
garden is easily maintained, mostly laid to lawn with 
a rose border, an old orchard and some fine trees.

The Rectory

a few hundred 
yards from the 
village centre



Dickleburgh-All Saints

Our Mission

Through our fellowship, our 
mission is to lead people 

into a growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ by creating an up-
lifting environment of 
meaningful worship; and by 
reaching out into the 
community with His Good 
News.

All Saints Church is over 500 
years old and has been in the 

patronage of Trinity College, 
Cambridge since the 17th century. 
The church, which is well 
maintained and endowed, serves 
an expanding village of over 1100 
with a thriving community life.
 

Regular services include choral 
Parish Communion, Morning 

Prayer and seasonal Songs of 
Praise.  

Attendance at our morning 
services is usually around 25, 
mostly older parishioners, while 
Songs of Praise encourages 
others. We currently have a 
confirmation service planned for 
three of the younger members of 
our congregation.
  

We have a peal of six bells 
and five of our own ringers 

who ring regularly, along with 
colleagues from nearby towers.  
We have a RSCM affiliated choir 
of 8 adults, as well as the Song 
Squad and Bell Squad (handbells) 
for young people. Our music is 
varied; we are soon to change to 
the Complete Anglican Hymns Old 
and New to give us an even better 

selection of hymns 
and 
worship songs.  
We are planning 
to involve the Bell 
Squad and Song 
Squad in a 
monthly Family 
Communion, 
which we hope will 
attract younger 
people and 
families. 
  

To continue fellowship after 
services our church members 

meet for coffee. We also have a 
monthly coffee morning, and we 
enjoy a meal together three or four 
times a year, where we extend 
hospitality to villagers who do not 
attend church regularly.
 

Our outreach is in a range of 
activities including, at the 

local school, a Christian Club; 
“Open the Book”, where stories 
from the bible are played out with 
pupil involvement; and a 
lunchtime handbell club.  Pastoral 
visiting, the Lyfe Group, marriage 
preparation, baptism and 
confirmation courses are led by 
the ministry team.  Monthly, there 
is a home group meeting, a 
service in the residential care 
home, and a church sponsored, 
free Parish Magazine, which is 
delivered to every home in 
Dickleburgh, Rushall and 
Thelveton.

We are fortunate to have a 
separate building, known as 

The Church Rooms, which  
contains, a good-sized hall, a 
kitchen, the Benefice office, a print 
room, and a small meeting/choir 
practice room.

‘our mission is to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ’

The Parish Profiles above and below are very brief pen pictures.  Greater detail 

can be found at the Benefice Website at www.thebenefice.org.uk.

Bell Squad practice



Our mission 

To be a Christian Community 
that seeks personal spiritual 

growth and shares its faith with 
the community.

The church is growing and has 
an attendance of between 35 

and 55 at services, with up to 100 
for festivals and special occasions.  
There are 51 on the electoral roll. 

We come from a variety of church 
backgrounds, but are all 
committed to a church that is able 
to welcome anyone.  Our worship 
reflects our desire to move 
forward, using a mix of modern 
and traditional hymns and songs, 
the use of video clips and 
creative approaches to learning 
and worship. The time after 
services, when coffee and cake 
are served, allows for an 
opportunity for supportive 
discussion and sharing. A large 
number of parishioners contribute 
to church activities and services 
and are encouraged in their gifts, 
including administration, 
preaching, teaching and leading 
services, music and bell ringing. 
There is a Junior Church for 
primary school-age children which 
joins Sunday worship in time for 
communion. We are praying about 
re-starting clubs for teenagers.

Discipleship & Prayer

There is a weekly bible study 
and prayer meeting held in 

homes throughout the parish 
and a day-time ladies bible study 
group. There is also a Monday 
morning service.

Sharing the Good News

We share some activities with 
the Methodist Chapel, 

including a Café style service in 
the Village Hall, which attracts 
families and individuals who may 
not feel able to attend a church 
building. The church is used for 
concerts, Flower Festivals and 
other events, all of which have an 
outreach theme. Pulham Primary 
School are frequent users 
for festivals and other school 
services.  The Church has a 
Facebook page and website.

Serving the local 
community

The church engages in and 
supports the local community, 

taking lead roles in community 
events, such as celebrations, 
shows and fetes.  The church took 
part in a Diocesan led outreach 
campaign “who cares” to better 
understand the needs of the 
village and respond.  Activities 
which reach out include: Mother’s 
Union, a Lunch Club, Film Club, 
Visiting, and the Parish Signpost. 
Signpost is an advice centre 
pointing people in the right 
direction when they have difficult 
problems. We will start visiting 
new people coming into the 
village on an organised basis 
shortly.  We seek to run Alpha 
courses which have proved very 
effective in bringing young families 
forward to confirmation.  

The rector is a Bishop’s 
Appointed Governor of the 

C of E Voluntary Controlled 
Primary School with which the 
church links are strong. We are 
involved in school assemblies, 
presenting graduation bibles and a
team of people presenting “Open 

the Book” where stories from the
bible are played out and involve 
pupils. A lunchtime Treasure 
Seekers club also runs on a 
weekly basis. We are also 
preparing to run parenting classes.

Stewardship

We pay our parish share and 
support external 

charities through regular tithing.  
The church building is well 
maintained and has a modern 
lavatory, kitchen facilities and a 
new multimedia projector, screen 
and sound desk. It is open on a 
daily basis.

Pulham Market-St Mary Magdelene

‘the Church is 
growing’



Our mission
As a church we wish to 
continue to embrace and 
support the local community 
through worshipping God. We 
appreciate that worship through 
service lies at the heart of 
individual and corporate 
Anglicanism and try to put this 
into operation.

Our usual congregation is 
approximately 18 and 

predominately elderly. Untrained 
lay involvement is principally 
through scripture readings by 
members of the congregation and 
services are occasionally taken 
by the wardens. We would be 
happy to see this lay involvement 
increase under suitable guidance, 

leadership and training. We would 
like to attract a younger all age 
congregation and appreciate that 
this will entail change and the 
majority of the congregation are 
looking forward to this challenge. 
Coffee, tea and homemade cakes 
are served after the Sunday 
services. We are fortunate to have 
two organists and a regular, albeit 
small, choir.

We offer sound, practical and 
social support to our priest 

together with physical and 
intellectual expertise. The 
enthusiastic and conscientious 
PCC meets monthly and meetings 
rarely last more than one hour.

A number of special services 
occur throughout the year 

including Harvest, Remembrance, 

Pet, Christian Aid, Easter Friday 
walk of Witness and evening vigil, 
a well attended lent course and 
frugal lunch, Carol Service and 
Christmas Eve crib service. We 
are specifically looking to build on 
the success of the monthly Messy 
Church.

Fund raising for specific 
projects has always been 

actively and enthusiastically 
supported by the whole village 
which views the church as 
belonging to it and it to them. We 
have recently raised sufficient 
funds and are in the process of 
installing a WC and kitchen in the 
base of the tower. We also have 

funds available and earmarked to 
install heating to the main body of 
the church and the chancel.

Pulham St Mary-St Mary the Virgin

‘embrace and support 
the local community’

‘The 
enthusiastic and 

conscientious PCC 
meets monthly and 
meetings rarely last 
more than one hour’



Our mission
To seek spiritual growth in our 
local community by providing 
strong Christian fellowship and 
caring support for one another.

St Margaret’s is a medieval 
church within the small but 

thriving village of Starston with a 
population of around 350 and has 
the Church and Jubilee Hall as the 
only public buildings. We have a 
peal of six bells which are rung at 
every service and we have a hand 
bell team.  Our mainly elderly con-
gregation averages about 12-15 
although this increases greatly for 
festive and special services.

A service is held every Sunday 
except on the fifth Sunday 

when there is a benefice service. 
Core services – Holy Communion 
and Matins are from the BCP and 
on the fourth Sunday a family run 
service “Great & Small” is held for 
the younger 
children of 
the parish. A 
home group, 
The 
Gathering, meets monthly in the 
evening for Bible study, prayer and 
lively discussion.

The PCC supports the benefice 
and is pro-active in all aspects 

of worship. It combines 
stewardship with social and fund 
raising activities. The Lay Ministry 
team supports worship and 
pastoral care throughout the 
parish.

The village magazine, Pigeon 
Post, is delivered to all homes 

in the parish complemented by the 
village website 
www.starstonvillage.co.uk .           

A youth club is run by a group of 
parish volunteers.

The Quinquennial survey has 
been conducted with a view to 

applying for funding for structural 
repairs to the building. In 

conjunction with this 
plans have been 
drawn up to install a 
toilet & kitchen area 
within the church to 

enable it to be used for a wider 
range of community activities. The 
churchyard is well maintained.

Starston-St Margarets

‘strong Christian 
fellowship and caring 

support’



Our mission:
To be a quiet, peaceful 
sanctuary where all may pray, 
worship, meditate and find 
spiritual nourishment, 
allowing strengthening and 
healing to take place. We seek 
to share the love of God by 
reaching out in friendship, 
compassion and support to the 
local community.

Our small congregation and 
those who care for our church 

come from different 
villages, drawn by its quiet, 
peaceful, spiritual atmosphere. 
People are drawn to our church for 
prayer, for meditation and for 
healing and for a warm welcome 
and fellowship.  We have a 
variety of services using the Book 
of Common Worship and the Book 
of Common Prayer.

We have a lively, harmonious 
and dedicated PCC who 

meet regularly to organise 
services and plan fundraising 

events. The village has a strong 
community spirit and actively 
supports our events, which have 
included Open Gardens, Village 
Fete, and Shakespeare on the 
Common.  The use of the church 
by other groups is actively 
encouraged.

Thanks to dedicated volunteers 
and support from the Parish 

Council, the church and church 
yard are kept in excellent 
condition.  The church also

 

benefits from Emmanuel College’s 
responsibility for Chancel repairs 
and from the existence of a small 
charity whose principle objective 
is the maintenance and repair of 
Rushall church.

The church also contributes to 
chosen charities and to the 

needs of local people in a caring 
and sensitive manner.

Rushall-St Mary the Virgin

‘to be a quiet peaceful 
sanctuary’



Our mission: 
To create a peaceful oasis 
where people can find spiritual 
refreshment in God.

Services take place on three 
Sundays of the month; one 

CW Communion, one BCP 
Matins, and one Service of the 
Word. Prayer for the 
community takes place every 
Wednesday morning. We have a 
special outreach service for 
Harvest and a well attended Carol 
Service on Advent 4. Baptisms 
and weddings are infrequently 
requested, mainly for people 
associated with the Parish rather 
than living in it. Worship for 
Christmas Day and Remembrance 
Day is held jointly with 
Dickleburgh.

The pews were replaced with 
chairs in the 1960s and there 

is a good organ, played regularly. 
Cassock, surplus and stole are 
usually worn for Services of the 
Word and Cassock Alb for 
communion. Altar frontals are 
changed with the seasons. The 
congregation is largely retired, all 
of whom are keen that our current 
worship provision be maintained 
in the future. We would welcome 
help with encouraging younger 
people to join us.

We rely on the Benefice for 
training, teaching, Lenten 

courses, and children’s work. The 
church occasionally hosts Quiet 
Days and activity days, which are 
generally run by Readers and 
Worship Assistants.

We try to fulfil our mission by 
providing churchyard 

facilities, for example - a 
composting toilet, a churchyard 
trail, seats; and by providing 
literature and displays within the 
church building. The church’s 
isolated situation is our greatest 
ally in this.

There are 11 on the church 
electoral roll, of whom 3 are 

resident in the parish. We try to 
support each other in a 
pastoral way, but our greatest form 
of pastoral care is the peace that 
God brings as we share worship 
together. The village is very small 
but with a fairly static population, 
most living in rented houses 
belonging to the Thelveton Estate. 
The flint church building stands in 
a field, set away from the houses. 
It is the only meeting place in a 
scattered village. It is used for 
picnic lunches, and occasional 
exhibitions, concerts, or 
workshops. Many people from 
outside the village come to visit 
graves, and to walk the Boudicca 

Way. The redundant church of 
Frenze is part of the parish and 
we hold a Carol Service there and 
a picnic and evening prayer in the 
summer.

We give as generously as we 
are able of our money and 

our time. We pay our parish share 
in full and maintain the building 
and the churchyard in good order.

Thelveton-St Andrew’s

‘people can find a 
spiritual refreshment 

in God’



General Information about the Benefice

•The population of the Benefice is about 3,500 and 
is fairly evenly distributed over the age ranges. 
Employment is found in local towns and in the Cit-
ies of Norwich to the north and Ipswich to the south.

•Good rail links to London & Norwich 
from Diss Station, together with regular bus services 
to Norwich, Harleston and Diss

•2 primary schools rated good and outstanding by 
Ofsted  Both are C of E Voluntary Controlled and 
the rector is a Bishop’s Appointed Governor on the 
governing bodies.
 
•3 village stores and post offices.

•1 gastro-pub and 3 other pubs, 2 village 
community centres, a modern health centre and 
GP practice.•Close to Norwich, the market town 
of Harleston, the Norfolk Broads, Thetford Forest, 
Snape Maltings, Sandringham and the Norfolk and 
Suffolk Coasts

Dickleburgh

This is an expanding village of 
over 1000 with a thriving 
community life. We have a busy 

village shop (open all hours) and Post 
     Office. The village has a variety of housing 
with several new estates of mixed sizes, post 
war housing, period properties and 15 social houses 
being built over the coming year.  

The village has a mixed population that is fairly 
distributed over the age ranges with less than 1% of 
minority ethnic background.  Whilst the majority of 
homes are owner occupied, around 20% of the 
population are on low incomes.  The village has 
many organisations including the Village Society, 
British Legion, Good Companions (over 60s), Bowls 
Club, and Sports and Social Club. There is a 
Voluntary Controlled C. E. Primary School, with 
Pre-school and a Village Community Centre.

Pulham Market

Is a pretty village of about 1000 inhabitants. Around 
the village green are situated; the church, two pubs a 
Post Office and shop, and the Village Hall.

Nearby is the Primary School, a modern Health 
Centre and the Methodist Chapel. There are a 
number of farms and several outlying centres of 
population.

There is a strong sense of community expressed in 
a variety of activities including Brownies, a Dramatic 
Society, Women’s Institute, Bowls club, Village 
Society, and Village Orchestra.

The Local Area

the thriving market town of Harleston



Pulham St. Mary

The village has a well run and 
used local shop and Post Office 
together with two Garages and a 

large 
number 
of small 
to medium 
business 
some of 
which are 
run from 
homes. 
There is a 

home for 
disabled people with learning 
difficulties. There are two playing 

fields, one with children’s 
apparatus and one with a football 
pitch. The local horticultural 
society and village historical 
society both maintain close links 
with the church and the Parish 
Council also liaises closely with 
the PCC on matters of common 
interest.  

The Pennoyer Centre is a thriving 
community facility which includes 
a museum of the historical airships 
for which the area is so famous.

Starston

Starston is an 
attractive rural 
village, with a 
population of 
around 350. 22% 

of the population is 
under 16.

Rushall

This small village has a 
holiday caravan park, a 
farm shop and a vehicle 
maintenance garage and 
until recently it had a very popular 
village pub which we hope will 
re-open soon. 

The village also boasts an 
interesting and 
peaceful 
Common, 
created by a 
resident of 
the village 
and given for 
everyone to 
enjoy. 
St. Clements 
Common 
is available 
for all to 
use and is 
a venue for 
various 
village 
events.

Thelveton

Thelveton is a rural community, 
with a large number of rented 
houses which belong to the 
Thelveton Estate. 
The principal occupation is 
farming, though there is a 
Business Centre in Frenze. 

The level of unemployment is low.  
The village is part of the civil 
parish of Scole.

The Local Area

Pulham St Mary is 

famous for its airships



Benefice Activities
SERVICE ROTA WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4

Dickleburgh 9.30am Parish 
Communion  OLM

9.30am Parish 
Communion  OLM

9.30am Parish 
Communion  OLM

9.30am Parish 
Communion  OLM

Pulham Market 9.30am Holy 
Communion  OLM 
+ Junior Church in 
the Brewhouse
6.30pm Celebration 
(Mem. Hall)

8.00am Holy 
Communion OLM
10.45am Service in 
the Memorial Hall

9.30am Holy 
Communion OLM 
+ Junior Church in 
the Brewhouse

9.30am Sunday 
Worship WA 
+ Junior Church in 
the Brewhouse

Pulham St Mary 8.00am BCP 
Communion OLM
9.30am Messy 
Church R

9.30am Holy 
Communion OLM

9.30am BCP 
Matins R

9.30am Holy 
Communion OLM

Rushall 11.00am BCP 
Matins R

11.00am Holy 
Communion OLM

11.00am Sunday 
Worship OLM

11.00am Sunday 
Worship R

Starston 11.00am BCP 
Communion OLM

11.00am BCP 
Matins OLM

11.00am BCP 
Communion OLM

11.00am Great And 
Small  WA

Thelveton 11.00am Holy 
Communion OLM

11.00am  BCP 
Matins R

with Dickleburgh 1.00am Sunday 
Worship R

OLM – Ordained Local Minister   R – Reader   WA – Worship Assistant

OTHER ACTIVITIES
WEEKLY FORTNIGHTLY MONTHLY QUARTERLY

• Benefice Prayers 
Monday by email & facebook        
Wednesday 5.30pm 
Pulham St Mary evensong

• Parish Prayers 
Monday 

9.00am Pulham Market

Wednesday 

9.00am Thelveton

Thursday 

9.00am Starston

Saturday 

9.15am Dickleburgh

• Bible/Prayer group
Tuesday

• Open the Book
Wednesday Dickleburgh

Thursday Pulhams

• Parish Signpost 
Thursdays

• Meditation group
• Lyfe & The Gathering 
Fellowship Groups
• Communion at Culrose 
Old People’s Home

• Benefice Calendar
• Church Warden’s
       Meeting
• Prayer Breakfast
• Staff + meeting


